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ABSTRACT
The International Civil Society Action Network (ICAN), with the support of Global Affairs Canada, has developed a
set of “Case Studies on the Role of Gender and Identity in Shaping Positive Alternatives to Extremisms,” in Somalia,
Sweden, the United States, and Indonesia. The case studies demonstrate how conducting a Gender-Based Analysis
Plus (GBA+) improves understanding of the drivers, narratives and roles that engender extremisms and violent
extremist activity. By profiling examples of peacebuilding, deradicalization, reintegration and counternarrative work
in four contexts, the case studies emphasize how attention to gender and intersectional identities can improve the
effectiveness of interventions to transform extremisms – not only by preventing or countering it, but by providing
positive alternatives that enable people to realize a peaceful, pluralistic future.
The case studies cover a number of themes relevant to contemporary preventing/countering violent extremism
(P/CVE) and counterterrorism (CT) work, including countering white supremacist extremism, the role of
masculinities in recruitment and disengagement, addressing trauma and deploying mental health and
psychosocial support (MHPSS) approaches in reintegration and rehabilitation, and work with religious leaders to
promote peaceful, pluralistic and gender-just interpretations of religious texts and traditions. The case studies are
intended for use by practitioners and policymakers to guide them in conducting a gender analysis and in
integrating responsiveness to gender and identity factors in policies and interventions.
Please share with your networks and on social media!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.ICANPEACEWORK.ORG

FOLLOW US: @WHATTHEWOMENSAY

SUGGESTED TWEET:
Curious what a gendered approach to #CVE, #CT and #PVE looks like in practice? Check out ICAN
(@whatthewomensay)'s new series of case studies: ‘Gender and Identity in Extremisms’ with examples from
#Somalia, #Sweden, #USA & #Indonesia. https://bit.ly/3ptK1NV

SUGGESTED FACEBOOK/LINKEDIN/INSTAGRAM POST:
ICAN has launched a series of case studies titled ‘Gender and Identity in Extremisms’.
Across #Somalia, #Sweden, #USA and #Indonesia, the cases demonstrate how peacebuilders incorporate gender
and identity to transform extremisms by providing positive alternatives that enable people to imagine a peaceful,
pluralistic future outside of extremist belief systems. Curious what a gendered approach to #CVE, #CT and #PVE
looks like in practice? Check them out! https://bit.ly/3ptK1NV

SOCIAL MEDIA ASSETS: Click to access and download all social media assets

CASE STUDY: SWEDEN
Reconstructing Identity: The Role of Gender in Driving and Dismantling White
Supremacy in Sweden

SUGGESTED TWEET/CAPTION:
In #Sweden, @Fryshuset's EXIT program de-radicalizes white extremists by
rebuilding their relationship to #masculinity. Read ICAN (@whatthewomensay)'s
case study on their approach in their newly launched series ‘Gender and Identity
in Extremisms’. https://bit.ly/3ptK1NV

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.ICANPEACEWORK.ORG

FOLLOW US: @WHATTHEWOMENSAY

INDONESIA CASE STUDY
Heiresses to the Prophet: Women Religious Scholars Transforming Violent
Extremism in Indonesia

SUGGESTED TWEET/CAPTION:
“Heiresses to the Prophet”: understand how female religious scholars in
#Indonesia promote gender equality by disseminating peaceful interpretations
of Qur'anic texts in ICAN (@whatthewomensay)'s new publication with
@AMAN_Indonesia. https://bit.ly/3ptK1NV

UNITED STATES CASE STUDY
Adjacency to Power: Gender, Trauma, and Violence in White Supremacist
Extremism in the United States

SUGGESTED TWEET/CAPTION:
Adjacency to Power: Gender, Trauma, and Violence in White Supremacist
Extremism in the US. @whatthewomensay's new case study explores how,
@_Shan_Martinez, a former white supremacist, uses a trauma-informed
approach to help women exit the far-right movement. https://bit.ly/3ptK1NV

SOMALIA CASE STUDY
Agents of Change: Transforming Gender Roles and Extremism in Somalia

SUGGESTED TWEET/CAPTION:
Agents of Change: Transforming Gender Roles and Extremism in #Somalia.
Read ICAN (@whatthewomensay)'s new case study to understand how
@WitnessSomalia leverages women's roles and relationships to resist
recruitment into Al-Shabaab. https://bit.ly/3ptK1NV

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.ICANPEACEWORK.ORG

FOLLOW US: @WHATTHEWOMENSAY

