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23rd August 2024

As news comes that the Taliban have barred UN Special Rapporteur Richard Bennett from entering
the country, Canada’s Feminist Forum for Afghanistan expresses deep concern about the deterioration
of human rights and freedoms in Afghanistan, and the shrinking ability of the international community
to effectively respond.

The country has been in a state of upheaval and crisis ever since the Taliban takeover in 2021, with
institutionalized and systematic discrimination against women, depriving them of fundamental human
rights, while preventing external actors from documenting and reporting on these violations.

The banning of the UN Special Rapporteur comes as the Taliban’s increase their repressions through
a new law called the “Vice and Virtue Law” that seems designed, above all else, to suppress the very
life of the people of Afghanistan. The law imposes far reaching limitations on every aspect of people’s
lives and control the most basic activities and movements of women and men. For example, while
the Hanafi sect of Islam that Taliban claim to follow and implement does not require women to hide
their face, the new Law sees women face and even voice as Awrat/forbidden due to fear of sedition
and require women to hide their faces, remain silence in public and not to even look at men outside
their families. Vehicle drivers are not allowed to play music or carry women as passengers and media
is forbidden from publishing content that contains pictures of living beings.

The law has given full authority to the Ministry of Vice and Virtue to punish ‘offenders’, including by
public stoning. Critics have observed that many sections of the Taliban’s new law mirrors the practices
which were enforced by ISIS through its Al-Hisbah morality police in Syria. It is quite clear that the
Taliban is following in the footsteps of ISIS by weaponizing laws to suppress women’s rights and erase
their very presence from public life'.

Meanwhile, extrajudicial killings, disappearances and sexual slavery in the form of forced marriage
continue. Many women and girls describe the country as a ‘living graveyard’ in which they are not fully
alive, which has contributed to a country-wide mental health crisis.

In these extremely challenging times, it is the work of a few brave journalists, media channels, human
rights organizations and institutions that reveal the extent of the Taliban’s brutalities. One such person
is Richard Bennett, UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Afghanistan, who has steadfastly
communicated the dire situation in Afghanistan to the world. In his latest report, Bennett described
the Taliban’s policies as an “institutionalised system of discrimination, segregation, disrespect for
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human dignity and exclusion of women and girls” and calling for accountability of the Taliban for their
crimes’. It then comes as no surprise that the Taliban have now barred Mr. Bennet from entering
Afghanistan, accusing him of “spreading propaganda”. The Taliban believe that banning the UN Special
Rapporteur from entering Afghanistan can easily help them implement the new law while their
atrocities go unnoticed, giving them the chance to evade accountability.

The appeasement policy adopted by the international has emboldened Taliban and convince them
that their action and atrocities have no consequences. Bilateral transactional engagements of
members states with the Taliban at the expense of the will and fundamental human rights of the
people of Afghanistan has benefited no one but the Taliban and their supporters.

The situation in Afghanistan is deteriorating so rapidly that soon the region and the world will face the
will feel the consequences. It is in the interest of all stakeholders to take collective responsibility for
addressing the crises of Afghanistan.

1. We hereby call on civil society and human rights groups in Afghanistan and internationally to
stand united and demand complete reversal of the newly adopted law, removal of restrictions
imposed on Mr. Bennett and accountability of member states’ unconditional engagement
with the Taliban.

2. We call on Islamic scholars and experts around the globe to analyse the newly adopted law
from Sharia law perspective and give public statements about its legitimacy.

3. The version of Sharia law introduced by the Taliban is damaging the image of Islam religion.
We call on countries in the region and Muslim majority to take a principled stand in their
engagements with the Taliban, hold the Taliban responsible for damaging the Islam religion
and use all your leverages to reverse the law.

4. We call on the international community to stand united and hold the Taliban accountable for
their systematic discrimination against women and violating all the commitments they made
during Doha peace talks. We also call for providing support to Mr. Bennett’s office so that his
office continues the vital work of reporting on the gross human rights violations being
perpetrated.

Let us all rise to the challenge set by Afghan women and the UN Specia Rapporteur, calling for a

principled, coherent, and human rights-based response to Taliban repression, that moves from
rhetoric to action.

IIEN Dll
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